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Round Table on Creative Solutions for the Various Challenges of

Teaching English Literature in Israeli Classrooms

Dr. Klarina Priborkin

Dr. Priborkin will introduce the main topics to be discussed at the round table explaining the
main problems and pitfalls the teachers of English are facing in the Israeli classrooms as well
as the possible solutions through creative writing, technology and improvisation. She will
present several practical creative writing exercises that promote our students’ understanding
of poetry and fiction briefly referring to the ways in which literature hones and develops our
cognitive skills and empathy.

Dr. Marron will discuss the importance of teaching the socio-cultural and religious contexts in
order to bridge the gaps between our students’ cultural backgrounds and the texts they
study. She will talk about Harry Potter's showdown with Voldemort, Jonas and the
community in The Giver, Aslan in Narnia and several poems by William Blake (The Chimney
Sweeper 1&2).

Dr. Gelbart will discuss teaching short stories using playback theater/improvisation to
enhance shifts in perspective, connect to texts and understand that when studying literature,
the whole is greater than the sum of its parts. ("Sunday in the Park" by Bel Kaufman and if
time permits, "The Storyteller" by Saki (H. H. Munro)

Dr. Sacks’ talk is on finding ways to exploit the educational potential of cellphones in the
English classroom. First students will study the poetry of William Carlos Williams or limericks
and then using similar poetic structures and subjects they by Edward Lear and Ogden Nash,
will create their own poetry on Whatsap or SMS. Aside from incorporating their beloved
cellphones, usually an unwelcome intrusion in the lesson, the creative play of ideas while
creating poetry breaks with strict grammatical rules, allowing students to "have fun" with the
language..

Participants: Dr. Amy Gelbart, Dr. Glenda Sacks, Dr. Orley Marron and Dr. Klarina Priborkin
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